As part of the 50 th anniversary of the McNay Research Farm, cows were inseminated with semen from Angus bulls of the 1950s and the 1970/1980s. The goal was to produce calves from Angus bulls that were popular 50 years ago and 25 years ago for viewing at the McNay Research Farm's 50th Anniversary celebration in September 2006.
Introduction
As part of the 50 th anniversary of the McNay Research Farm, cows were inseminated with semen from Angus bulls of the 1950s and the 1970/1980s. The goal was to produce calves from Angus bulls that were popular 50 years ago and 25 years ago for viewing at the McNay Research Farm's 50 th Anniversary celebration in September 2006.
Materials and Methods
Dr. William P. Switzer, Ames, was asked to assist in identifying bulls and locating the semen. Dr. Switzer is a retired ISU veterinary researcher and avid Angus enthusiast. After considerable difficulty, he was able to help in securing a donation of a few ampules of frozen semen from Neal Smith, Walnut, IA for two Angus bulls from the 1950s-Ballot of Belladrum and Bardolier 532 of Wilton. The semen was "in an old semen tank that had been handed down to him." For the 1970/1980s, bulls were selected from the top ten bulls of the era based on the number of calves registered. Schearbrook Shoshone and Pine Drive Big Sky were the two bulls that produced calves.
Results and Discussion
Although the semen from the 1950s was evaluated as fair to poor quality, calves were produced-four calves from Ballot of Belladrum and three calves from Bardolier 532 of Wilton. Only three calves were produced from the 1970/1980s bulls ( The Ballot of Belladrum calves were thick, medium height calves with good disposition. The Bardolier calves had more frame and slightly less muscling. The 1970/1980s calves were taller with less muscling.
Two bulls, 661 and 667, sons of Ballot of Belladrum, were deemed worthy of semen collection. The bulls are being registered and collected. Semen will be made available for purchase. 
